
ZAcATECA

Cargo train derails in Calera
A train derailed

early Wednes
day morning in
the Calera mu
nicipality ofZa
catecas spilling
its cargo ofhigh
lycorrosive con

centrated phosphoric add
Juan Antonio Caldera Alaniz di

rector ofthe Zacatecas Fire Depart
ment saidthattheaccidentoccurred
just after midnight on Wednesday
morning on a rail line owned by the
Ferromexcorporation in aresidential
area ofCalera located 20 kilometers
12 miles outside Zacatecas City

AccordingtoCakferaAlaniz three
ofthe 12 railway cars mat derailed in
the accident contained concentrated
phosphoric add — whichisharmful

to the skin and releases hazardous

vapors — butdiecontainer tankon
ly broke in one ofdie diree cars

He said that Civil Protection

agents acted quickly to contain die
chemical spill and prevent the ac
id from contaminating residential
areas finishing dieir work at 3 ajtL
two and a halfhours after the acci
dent occurred

Though concentrated phosphor
ic addishighlycorrosive anddanger
ous in smaller amounts it is harmless

— the add is even used as aningre
dient in soft drinks — and itsfumes
dont present a risk when dissipat
ed into the atmosphere Caldera Al
aniz said

CalderaAlaniz said that the situa
tion is under control addingthat die
Communications andTransportation

Secretariat SCT die Special Pros
ecutors Office for Environmental
Protection Profepa and the Nat
ural Resources and Environmental
Secretariat Semamat are working
to continue to dean up the spill and
determine the cause ofme acddent
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